Lt
et ?’ﬁf

i
e T S ST S S D T S S

FORTY YEARS AGO.

Just forty yvears age last Thursday
Edgerton was visited by one of | the most
disasterous fires in her histary. Ve
were a small village at that time and the
fire wiped out a big portion of the busi-
pess district  Edgerton had no nevis-
paper cither to chronicle the. event, but
the Janesville Gazette gave the follow-
account of the disaster:

“A fire broke out in Edgerton Thurs-
day evening, February 21, 1867, starting
1n Root & Bowerman’s store on Frcnt
street, and spread so rapidly that nearly
one-half the business portion of the place
was do 3troyed before the progress of the
flames could be stayed. There is no fire
company or engine 1 the village, bu: a
hook and ladder com pany was evtomp-')r-
1zed ur‘d two of the buildings 1n the row
were soon torn down and b) the use of
buckets and wet carpets the fire was
stayqd 1o 1ts rapid and all devouring
mM‘CU,ﬂ.ELJ having razed eight build-
ings to the ground and tumed eighteen
- business mon and four lamilies into the
street. The losses as nearly as can be
ascertained are as follows Root & Bow-
erman, furniture store, loss $5,500; in-
sured $2,500; D. R. Wheeler, mecharie,
loss $200: Dr. Crandall, loss $415; no

insurance: Mrs. Bowerman. loss $100:
Dr. Lord, Ea’:;x $100: Dr. Landerg”loss

L,ui».j‘ no insurance: Son & Clatrk. loss

5100, vered by insurance; Wiflit ans (.\
she r‘uan loss $1,200; insured S6(0. { G.
Ponf; loss $1,500: insured $1,(00: B. B.
Sherman, loss $1 OOO imsured $H00; st.
Clark, loss $1,000; ihsured $300; H. Raob-
erts, loss aSOO, no insurance. V. El.is,
loss $150: no insurance; E. H Smith 1()39
$100; no 1nsurance: Dan Edwatds, loss
$150, no insurance.”

Judge Smith is the only survivor now
living in this city that were wmentioned
as being in business and suffering loss
fromn the fire.




